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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  the  year  1937. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Barnoldswick 
Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  again  the  honour  of  presenting  my  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  1937. 

The  industrial  condition  in  this  town  has  been  variable, 
the  first  half  of  the  year  being  considerably  better  than  the  second 
half.  A large  factory  which  had  been  standing  empty  for  a few 
years  has  recently  been  sold.  This  raises  the  hope  more  employ- 
ment will  be  found  in  the  near  future. 

The  weekly  average  of  unemployed  during  the  year  was 
Men  296,  Women  282,  Boys  10,  Girls  11. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  of  District,  acres  2,764. 

Population  Census  11,941. 

Population  estimated  mid-1937,  10,780. 

No.  of  Inhabited  Houses  end  of  1937,  3,385. 

No.  of  Empty  Dwellings  excluding  29  lock-up  shops,  114. 
No.  of  New  Houses  built,  2. 

Penny  Rate  produces  £235  gross. 

Rateable  Value  £56,409. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 

Live  Births  ( Legitimate  : Male  58,  Female,  40  ) T , 104 

\ Illegitimate  : ,,  4,  ,,  2 j 

Birth  Rate  9-6  compared  with  9-9  last  year. 

Still  Births — Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births,  54-5. 

Deaths — Male  82.  Female  81.  Total  163. 

Mortality  Rate  15-1  compared  with  14-1  last  year. 

For  England  and  Wales  the  live  Birth  rate  is  returned  at 
1 4*9  and  the  Death  rate  12-4  per  1,000  population. 
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Deaths 

Puerperal  Sepsis  nil 

Other  Puerperal  causes  2 
Total  2 


Rate  per  total  (live  and  still)  births, 
nil 
18-2 
18-2 


Death  Rate  of  all  infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1 ,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  86-5 

Legitimate  infants  per  10,00#  legitimate  live  births  ...  91-8 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  15 

,,  ,,  Measles  „ ...  ...  ...  Nil 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ...  Nil 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  Nil 


Cancer  rate  per  1,000  population  1-39  compared  with  1 


7 last  year. 


Phthisis  rate  per  1,000  population  -55  compared  with  -45  last 
year. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

In  January  there  was  an  outbreak  of  influenza.  The 
children  in  all  schools  suffered  pretty  severely  and  I recommended 
closure  of  all  schools  for  a period  of  fourteen  davs  from  January 
25th. 


SCARLET  FEVER. 

Six  cases  of  this  disease  were  reported  during  the  year, 
all  of  them  being  removed  to  Isolation  Hospital. 


SMALL  POX. 

No  case  of  this  disease  was  reported.  The  agreement 
with  the  Borough  of  Colne  of  the  reception  of  our  cases  is  still  in 
force. 


MEASLES. 

This  disease  was  epidemic  during  the  months  of  October 
and  November.  It  was  of  a mild  type  and  chiefly  confined  to 
young  children.  There  were  no  deaths  and  comparatively  few 
complications. 

No  local  action  has  been  taken  in  regard  to  the  use  of 
Measles  Serum  for  prophylaxis  or  attenuation. 
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DIPHTHERIA. 

In  common  with  many  other  districts  we  have  had  our 
share  of  this  disease.  In  all  there  were  21  cases  reported  and 
they  occurred  in  two  groups,  the  first  12  between  January  and  May 
the  second  between  the  end  of  September  and  the  end  of  the  year. 
Of  the  first  group  most  of  the  cases  were  in  children  attending 
the  Church  School.  I took  round  about  150  swabs  but  found 
no  carrier.  Of  the  second  group  the  cases  were  more  mixed. 
Eight  cases  were  definitely  contacts.  One  death  was  attributed 
to  the  disease. 

The  Isolation  Hospital  which  contains  a male  and  female 
ward  with  a Nurse’s  room  intervening  was  originally  built  for  an 
Enteric  block,  being  empty  of  Scarlet  by  the  end  of  October  was 
utilised  for  the  dip.  cases. 

I am  informed  that  the  County  Authority  is  formulating  a 
comprehensive  scheme  for  grouping  the  various  districts  for 
Isolation  Hospital  purposes,  otherwise  I should  advocate  that 
your  Council  put  up  another  block  so  that  you  could  accommo- 
date any  infectious  disease  which  might  occur. 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 

Notification  of  this  disease  is  now  made  direct  to  the 
County  M.O.H.  No  case  has  come  to  my  notice  during  the  year. 
No  action  for  prevention  of  Blindness  was  taken  under  Section 
(56  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925,  or  under  Section  176  of  the  1936 
Act.  No  case  coming  under  notice. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR  1937. 


Disease 

AGE 

Total 

Removed 

Total 

l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

1U 

15 

20 

35 

45 

65 

Notified 

to  Hospital 

Deatfi* 

Scarlet  Fever 

_ 

1 

_ 

1 

1 

3 

6 

6 

Nil 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

1 

2 

2 

4 

11 

- 

1 

- 

- 

21 

6 

1 

Pneumonia  ... 

i 

1 

l 

- 

i 

- 

- 

- 

1 

5 

- 

10 

Nil 
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Erysipelas  • ■ ■ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

3 

5 

Nil 

Nil 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . . . 

NIL 

Small  Pox  

NIL 

SCHOOLS. 

The  schools  have  been  visited  several  times  during  the 
year.  The  general  cleanliness  and  sanitary  conditions  were  found 
to  be  satisfactory.  They  are  well  supplied  with  good  wholesome 
water. 
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We  have  no  swimming  baths  here.  One  would  be  a 
great  acquisition  to  the  town.  People  who  now  wish  to  bathe 
do  so  in  the  canal  or  have  to  go  out  of  the  town. 

ERADICATION  OF  BUGS. 

The  houses  are  inspected  and  the  occupiers  are  provided 
with  insecticide  and  every  assistance  and  advice  is  given  to 
disinfect  the  premises,  two  cases  came  to  the  notice  of  the  depart- 
ment. The  walls  were  stripped  of  paper  and  the  houses  were  then 
thoroughly  sprayed  with  an  insecticide  which  proved  successful. 

WATER. 

The  town  has  two  supplies  of  good  pure  water,  one  from 
a bore  hole  at  White  Moor,  the  other  from  springs  on  Elslack 
Moor,  where  there  is  an  impounding  reservoir. 

There  has  been  no  shortage  nor  has  there  been  any 
curtailment  during  the  year. 

No  chemical  analyses  have  been  made  during  the  year. 
The  supply  is  controlled  by  bacteriological  examination. 

I append  one  recently  taken  : — 

I.  White  Moor  supply  from  a small  reservoir  which  is 
fed  from  a Bore  Hole  Pump. 

No.  of  Organisms  per  C.C.  after  3 days  @ 20 — 22  C.  ...  60 

No.  of  Organisms  per  C.C.  after  2 days  @ 37  C.  ...  0 

Bacillus  Coli-Aerogenes — Number  per  100  C.Cs.  ...  Nil 

II.  Elslack  supply  moorland  water  gathered  into  an 
impounding  reservoir. 

No.  of  Organisms  per  C.C.  after  3 days  @ 20 — 22  C.  ...  170 

No.  of  Organisms  per  C.C.  after  2 days  @ 37  C.  ...  6 

Bacillus  Coli-aero genes,  number  per  100  C.Cs.  ...  Nil 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

The  sewers  in  the  town  have  been  kept  in  a satisfactory 
condition.  All  temporary  stoppages  have  been  released  imme- 
diately they  have  been  discovered. 

Several  lengths  of  old  sewers  which  were  proved  to  be 
defective  were  taken  up  and  new  sewers  laid  to  improved  lines 
and  gradients,  and  house  drains  re-connected  and  made  good. 
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The  disposal  works  are  regularly  inspected  and  treatment 
supervised  so  as  to  ensure  that  the  effluent  from  both  land  and 
filters  are  satisfactory  to  the  West  Riding  Rivers  Board. 

The  works  are  maintained  in  a good  condition  and  no 
complaints  have  been  received. 

PRIVATE  STREETS. 

I regret  to  have  again  to  say  the  end  of  the  year  has 
come  and  not  a single  street  has  been  touched.  I may  be  wrong 
but  I think  it  is  quite  possible  the  condition  or  rather  want  of 
condition  may  be  responsible  for  the  rather  large  amount  of 
infectious  disease,  which  we  have  in  this  town.  Again,  how  are 
you  going  to  decontaminate  the  private  streets,  as  they  are  now, 
in  case  of  air  raid. 

It  would  be  a distinct  contribution  to  any  air  raid  pre- 
caution scheme  you  may  propound,  to  put  your  streets  in  order 
so  that  they  can  be  washed  down  or  swept.  One  must  admit  to 
do  either  is  an  impossibility  at  the  present  time. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

I have  drawn  your  attention  to  the  necessity  for  a 
public  Abattoir.  The  buildings  used  at  present  are  far  from 
satisfactory,  only  one  can  be  called  good  and  one  passable,  the 
remainder  little  better  than  dog  kennels,  where  the  animals  are 
slaughtered  under  most  unhygienic  conditions. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases  Notified  and  Mortality  during  1937. 


NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Age 

Periods 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— • 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

2 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

25 

1 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

1 

— 

1 

35 

— 

2 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

45 

1 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

55 

65  and 

1 

~~ 

“ 

1 

upwards 

— 

— 

1 

— 

■ — - 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

8 

4 

5 

2 

2 

4 

1 

2 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  REGULATIONS, 
1925. 

No  action  taken,  no  cases  coming  under  notice. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1925.  Section  62. 

No  action  taken  or  necessary. 

CANCER. 

Fifteen  deaths  were  returned  from  Cancer.  Cases 
receive  Radium  treatment  at  Leeds  General  Infirmary  or  at 
Burnley  Victoria  Hospital. 


Age  distribution — 40 

One. 

50  to  60 

Two. 

60  to  70 

Ten. 

Upwards 

Two. 

8 


SANITARY  LAW. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  Acts  of  Parliament,  Bye-Laws 
and  Local  Regulations  relating  to  Public  Health  which  have 
from  time  to  time  been  adopted  by  this  Council. 


Adoptive  Acts,  etc. 

Bye  Laws  relating  to  Slaughter-houses, 
Common  Lodging  Houses  and  Nuis- 
ances 

Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act  1890 
Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act  1890 
Part  4,  of  the  Public  Health  Act 

(Amendment)  Act,  1890 
Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892 
Part  3 of  the  Public  Health  Act 

Amendment  Act,  1890 
Confirmation  of  Bye  Laws  relating  to 
Offensive  Trades 

Part  2 — Secs.  34,  35,  36,  37,  38,  44, 
45,  46,  47,  48,  49,  50  and  51,  com- 
prised in  Part  3. — Part  4. — Part  5. — 
Part  6 and  Section  95,  comprised  in 
Part  9 of  the  Public  Health  Act 
(Amended)  Act,  1907  ... 

Bye  Laws  relating  to  New  Streets  and 
Buildings  sanctions  by  L.G.B. 

Bye  Laws,  relating  to  Tents,  Vans, 
Sheds  and  Similar  Structures 
Regulations  made  relating  to  Dairies, 
Cowsheds  and  Milk  Shops 
Bye  Laws  relating  to  New  Streets 
Part  2 (with  the  exception  of  Secs.  21,22  & 
34)  Part  3 (with  the  exception  of  Sec.  44) 
and  Part  4 of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1 925 
Part  2 (Secs.  21  and  22),  Part  3 Secs. 

44  of  the  Public  Health  Act , 1 925 
Bye  Laws  relating  to  New  Streets  and 
Buildings 

Bye  Laws  relating  to  New  Buildings 
Bye  Laws  under  Sec.  2 of  the  Public 
Health  (Smoke  Abatement)  Act,  1926  ... 


Date  of  Adoption  or 
coming  into  force 


25th  August,  1891 
10th  April,  1895 
10th  April,  1895 

4th  September,  1895 
25th  November,  1895 

13th  January,  1896 

30th  August,  1901 


7th  May,  1914. 

22nd  January,  1916 

15th  June,  1921 

5th  July,  1922 
15th  March,  1926 

5th  July,  1926 

1st  Nov.,  1926 

2nd  March,  1927 
21st  October,  1927 

16th  April,  1929 


A number  of  the  Sections  of  the  above  Acts  are  repealed  under  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936.  It  will  be  necessary  for  the  Council  to  make  further 
Bye-Laws  to  be  approved  by  the  Minister  of  Health  under  this  Act. 
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SUMMARY  OF  NURSING  ARRANGEMENTS,  ETC. 

A District  Nurse  is  provided  who  visits  at  the  homes. 
In  the  case  of  Measles  the  County  Authority  offer  to  provide 
help  when  it  is  considered  necessary. 

There  is  a dispensary  for  the  treatment  of  Tuberculosis 
provided  by  the  County. 

The  Venereal  Diseases  are  treated  at  Clinics  provided  by 
the  County,  at  Leeds,  Bradford,  Keighley,  and  Victoria  Hospital, 
Burnley. 

The  Child  Welfare  Centre  is  also  provided  by  the  County 
and  continues  to  be  well  attended. 

We  have  a small  Fever  Hospital  at  Lane  Ends,  with 
accommodation  for  twelve  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever.  It  is  pro- 
vided by  the  Local  Authority. 

We  have  no  provision  for  unmarried  mothers. 

Ambulance  facilities  are  provided  in  : — 

(«)  Infectious  cases. 

(6)  Non-infectious  cases  and  accidents. 

LABORATORY  WORK. 

The  Medical  Men  in  the  district  avail  themselves  of  the 
County  Laboratory  which  undertakes  bacteriological  examina- 
tions. The  Urban  Council  supplies  diphtheria  anti-toxin. 

DISINFECTION  AND  FUMIGATION. 

For  the  purpose  of  disinfection  of  articles,  after  infec- 
tious disease  the  Council  have  a Steam  Disinfector,  which  is  at 
the  Isolation  Hospital. 

Rooms  are  fumigated  by  the  aid  of  formalin  gas  or 
sprayed  by  the  use  of  a Meckenzie  Sprayer  with  a solution  of 
Sanitas,  4 to  1. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  IN  THE  URBAN  DISTRICT 
DURING  THE  YEAR,  1937. 


Cause 

M. 

F. 

Influenza 

2 

2 

Diphtheria 

— 

1 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

2 

4 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases 

1 

2 

Cancer 

9 

6 

Diabetes 

Q 

6 

2 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  ... 

1 

3 

Heart  Diseases  ... 

28 

32 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

5 

1 

Bronchitis 

G 

— 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

2 

4 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

— 

1 

Peptic  Ulcer 

2 

— - 

Digestive  Diseases  other  than  Liver  ... 

1 

2 

Nephritis 

3 

5 

Puerperal  Causes  other  than  Sepsis  ... 

— 

2 

Congenital  Causes,  etc. 

4 

2 

Senility  ... 

2 

4 

Suicide 

— 

1 

Other  Violence  ... 

— 

1 

Syphilis 

1 

■ — - 

Other  Defined  Causes  ... 

10 

G 

Total 

82 

81 

Death  of  Infants  under  f Legitimate 

7 

2 

one  year  of  age  ...  ...  \ Illegitimate 

— 

— 

Total 

7 

2 
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METEOROLOGICAL  RETURNS. 


Month 

No.  of  dayswith 
rain  recorded 

Rainfall 
in  inches 

January  ... 

20 

3-30 

February 

18 

5-47 

March 

18 

1-92 

April  

17 

3-23 

May  

11 

2-31 

June  

12 

1-81 

July  

12 

2-27 

August 

11 

1-99 

September 

15 

1-79 

October 

10 

2-19 

November 

7 

1-37 

December 

12 

1-76 

Total 

163 

29-41 

The  above  table  shows  the  rainfall  for  the  year  1937 
recorded  at  the  Isolation  Hospital.  It  is  the  lowest  fall  for  the 
past  20  years  with  the  exception  of  1933  when  only  28-85  inches 
fell. 
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HOUSING  CONDITIONS  AND  STATISTICS. 


The  housing  conditions  here  are  good.  There  are  no 
Council  houses.  The  buildings  are  soundly  built  of  good  Yorkshire 
Stone  and  iii  many  cases  the  owners  are  the  occupiers. 

There  is  no  shortage,  in  fact,  a large  number  are  empty. 
Below  is  a summary  of  Housing  Work  showing  the  action  taken 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Acts,  1925  and  1930,  also  the 
Housing  Consolidation  Regulations,  1925,  and  1932  or  matters 
arising  therefrom. 


1 — Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  254 

(6)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  254 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above),  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consoli- 
dated Regulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  254 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  254 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  needing  further  action  1 5 

(a)  Number  considered  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  Nil 

( b ) Number  (excluding  those  in  sub-head  (3)  («) 

above)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reason- 
ably fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  15 

NOTE  : Totals  of  (3)  (a)  and  (b)  should  equal  the  figure 

given  for  (3). 


2 — Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal 
notices. 

No.  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  12 
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Action 

under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

A. 

Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  10, 
Housing  Act,  1936. 

0) 

No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ... 

Nil 

(2) 

No.  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  formal  notices  ... 

Nil 

(a)  By  owners 

Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ... 

Nil 

B. 

Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1) 

No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied 

Nil 

(2) 

No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices 

Nil 

(a)  By  owners 

Nil 

( b ) By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ... 

Nil 

C. 

Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1) 

No.  of  representations,  etc.,  made  in  respect  of 
dwelling-houses  unfit  for  habitation  ... 

Nil 

(2) 

No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
Demolition  Orders  were  made  ... 

Nil 

(3) 

No.  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 
of  Demolition  Orders 

Nil 

D. 

Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936: — 

(1) 

Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made 

Nil 

(2) 

Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms,  the  Closing  Orders  in  respect  of  which 
were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having 
been  rendered  fit  ... 

Nil 
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4 —  Unhealthy  Areas. 

Have  any  areas  been  declared  Clearance  Areas 
during  the  year  1937  ? If  so,  please  give  full 
particulars  as  to  such,  including  situation,  num- 
ber of  houses,  population  and  action  taken 
relative  thereto  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

5—  — Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  1937. 

(a)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  private  enterprise  ...  ...  ...  2 

Total  ...  2 

6 —  Housing  Conditions. 

(1)  Total  number  of  houses  in  the  District  ...  ...  3394 

(2)  No.  of  working-class  houses  included  in  the 

above  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3260 

(3)  General  observations  as  to  housing  conditions, 
overcrowding,  and  shortage  of  houses. 

Housing  conditions  good. 

No  overcrowding. 

No  shortage  of  houses. 

(4)  Any  special  activity  in  house  building  ? If  so, 

where?  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 

(5)  Any  housing  scheme  projected  by  Local 

Authority  ? If  so,  please  give  particulars  ...  None 

(6)  Any  regulations  made  in  respect  of  underground 
sleeping  rooms  under  Section  12,  Housing  Act, 

1936  None 

7 —  Town  Planning. 

(1)  Is  the  Council  a member  of  any  Regional  Town 

Planning  Committee  ? If,  which  ? Yes 

North  East  Lancashire  Joint  Planning 
Committee  (No.  2 Region). 

(2)  Is  a Town  Planning  Scheme  in  force  for 

(a)  The  whole  of  the  District  ...  ...  No 

(b)  Part  of  the  District  ...  ...  ...  No 

If  so,  give  particulars  of  scheme. 
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(3)  Have  Council  during  1037  passed  a Resolution 
deciding  to  prepare  a Town  Planning  Scheme  ? 

If  so,  does  it  relate  to  : — 

(a)  Whole  District  ? ...  ...  ...  ...  No 

( b ) Part  of  District  ? ...  ...  ...  ...  No 

If  part  only,  please  state  which  part  ...  ...  No 

8—  Name  and  address  of  Officer  designated  to  make 

inspections  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations  : R.  HARRISON,  Town  Hall, 
Barnoldswick. 

9 —  -Has  any  action  been  taken  to  improve  the  housing 

conditions  of  tuberculous  families  in  your 
District,  either  by  way  of  building  new  or  special 
houses,  or  the  granting  of  special  facilities  for 
such  families  to  be  housed  ? If  so,  please  state 
action  taken  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...None 

10 —  Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV — Overcrowding. 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  Nil 

(. b ) Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such 
cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  over- 
crowding conditions  upon  which  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  maj'  consider  it  desirable  to 
report. 
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My  late  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Harrison,  has  been 
superannuated  at  the  end  of  the  first  quarter  of  1938.  I wish  to 
place  on  record  how  much  1 appreciate  the  valuable  service  he 
rendered  to  the  Town  and  myself.  He  was  a faithful  servant 
to  the  Council,  and  to  me  was  a colleague  I learned  to  esteem  and 
respect.  With  regard  to  the  assistant  his  work  has  been  as  good 
as  ever  and  I tender  him  my  best  thanks. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  C.  ALDERTON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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FACTORIES, 

WORKSHOPS 

and 

WORKPLACES 
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FACTORIES. 

The  Sanitary  Inspection  of  Factories  is  in  the  first  instance 
under  His  Majesty’s  Inspector  of  Factories,  but  where  any  defects 
remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Act  is  found  the  matter  is 
referred  by  the  Inspector  to  the  Local  Authority  to  deal  with. 
Three  reports  were  received  during  the  year,  namely  : 

Limewashing  required  2 

Insufficient  W.C.  accommodation  1 

Total  3 


These  matters  received  prompt  attention  on  receipt  of 
notification. 


WORKSHOPS. 


The  Council  is  primarily  responsible  for  the  sanitary 
conditions  of  Workshops  of  which  there  are  43  on  the  register, 
the  various  Workshops  were  inspected  on  105  occasions.  I am 
pleased  to  say  they  were  found  to  be  kept  in  a fairly  satisfactory 
condition.  The  trades  carried  on  in  the  Workshops  are  given 
below  : — 


Tailors 

Milliners  and  Dressmakers 
Cloggers  and  Shoemakers 
Bakers 
Plumbers  ... 

Cabinet  Makers  and  Upholsterers 
Blacksmiths 
Monumental  Masons 
Marine  Stores 


2 

1 

8 

21 

4 

3 

2 

1 

1 


Total  43 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER — Continued. 
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Including  those  specified  in  sections  2,  3,  7 and  8 of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts 


OUTWORK  IN  UNWHOLESOME  PREMISES,  SECTION  108. 


NATURE  OF  WORK 
(1) 


Wearing  Apparel — ... 

Making,  etc.  ... 

Cleaning  and  washing 
Household  linen 
Lace,  lace  curtains  and  nets 
Curtains  and  furniture  hangings 
Furniture  and  upholstery 
Electro-plate  ... 

File  making  ... 

Brass  and  brass  articles 

Fur  pulling  

Cables  and  chains 
Anchoi's  and  Grapnels 
Cart  Gear 

Locks,  latches  and  keys 
Umbrellas,  etc. 

Artificial  flowers 
Nets,  other  than  wire  nets 

Tents  

Sacks 

Racquet  and  tennis  balls 
Paper,  etc.,  boxes,  paper  bags 
Brush  making 

Pea  picking  

Feather  sorting 
Carding,  etc.,  of  buttons,  etc. 
Stuffed  toys 
Basket  making 
Chocolate  and  sweetmeats 
Cosaques,  Christmas  crackers, 
Christmas  stockings,  etc. 
Textile  weaving 
Lampshades  ... 

Total 


Instances 

(2) 


NIL 


Notices 

served 

(3) 


Prosecutions 

G) 


IN  ALL 


CASES 


(Signature)  H.  C.  ALDERTON,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

January  1st,  1937. 


Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report 

for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1937. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Barnoldswick 
Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  for  your  consideration  my 
15th  annual  report  as  your  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Cleansing 
Superintendent. 

In  compiling  the  Report,  I have  in  the  main,  followed  the 
same  course  as  previous  years. 

On  October  1st  last  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  came  into 
force.  Some  very  useful  and  important  provisions  are  contained 
therein  if  only  put  into  operation.  To  mention  only  two,  Section 
47  gives  power  to  Local  Authorities  where  there  is  a sewer  and 
water  supply  available,  to  abolish  all  kinds  of  closet  accommoda- 
tion (Water  Closets  excepted)  and  enforce  provision  of  W.C’s  in 
each  case.  Section  75  also  gives  power  to  Local  Authorities  to 
enforce  provision  of  covered  Dust  Bins  for  the  reception  of  House 
Refuse,  of  such  material,  size  and  construction  as  the  authority 
may  approve.  These  provisions  I feel  sure  will  be  greatly  wel- 
comed by  Local  authorities. 

The  efforts  of  the  Council  to  save  life  and  to  enhance 
the  health  of  those  residing  in  the  district  has  been  well  main- 
tained in  improving  the  Sanitation,  in  trying  to  reduce  to  a 
minimum  atmospheric  pollution,  in  administering  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Acts,  the  Unsound  Meat  sections  of  the  several  Statutes, 
and  the  Cleansing  section  of  the  Public  Health  Acts,  and  in 
removing  conditions  that  were  or  were  likely  to  become  a menace 
to  the  inhabitants  of  this  district  in  particular  and  the  public 
in  general. 
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NOTICES. 


As  stated  in  my  previous  reports  there  are  two  kinds 
of  notices  served  from  this  Department,  the  Statutory  or  Legal 
notice,  and  the  Preliminary  or  Intimation  notice. 

The  particular  kind  of  notice  served,  depends  of  course, 
on  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  19  Statutory  notices  and  119 
Preliminary  notices  were  served  during  the  period  under  review. 
In  addition  127  personal  interviews  took  place  with  Owners, 
Occupiers,  Contractors,  etc.,  re  nuisances. 

Notices  outstanding  December  31st,  1937,  under  the 
Public  Health  Acts  2,  under  the  Housing  Acts  3. 

One  notice  in  many  instances  referred  to  more  than  one 
nuisance. 
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Table  I. — SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTION. 


1935 

1936 

1937 

Inspections  on  complaint 

59 

35 

39 

Re-inspections  ... 

77 

66 

79 

Inspections  of  work  in  progress 

227 

146 

172 

Interviews  with  Builders,  etc.... 

152 

164 

127 

Inspections  relative  to  Infectious 

Disease 

39 

38 

46 

Houses  disinfected 

26 

26 

40 

Books  disinfected 

— 

— 

35 

Domiciliary  Shelters  disinfected 

— 

1 

1 

Shops  inspections 

107 

12 

105 

House  to  house  inspections  (Ord.) 

1663 

1628 

1550 

House  to  house  inpections  (Housing)... 

103 

275 

254 

No.  of  Rat  Baits  laid 

174 

115 

140 

No.  of  Milk  samples  taken  for  analysis 

48 

48 

49 

No.  of  Milk  samples  tested  for 

sediment 

17 

6 

3 

No.  of  Milk  samples  for  bacteriolo- 

gical  analysis 

1 

4 

15 

No.  of  Smoke  Observations  taken 

109 

123 

122 

Visits  to  Fair  Ground  ... 

1 

1 

1 

,,  ,,  Van  Dwellings 

2 

3 

2 

,,  ,,  Slaughter-houses 

906 

847 

780 

,,  ,,  Food  Shops  and  Stalls 

474 

488 

536 

,,  ,,  Sanitary  Conveniences 

234 

242 

270 

,,  ,,  Common  Lodging-houses 

22 

19 

17 

,,  ,,  Bakehouses 

60 

56 

59 

,,  „ Schools 

— 

25 

30 

,,  ,,  Factoi'ies  and  Workshops 

91 

124 

118 

,,  ,,  Picture  Houses 

22 

33 

22 

,,  ,,  Stables,  Piggeries,  etc. 

41 

32 

35 

,,  ,,  Isolation  Hospital 

30 

20 

19 

,,  ,,  Incinerator 

57 

42 

31 

,,  ,,  Refuse  Tip 

160 

121 

101 

,,  ,,  Offensive  trades 

3 

4 

3 

,,  ,,  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and 

Milkshops 

164 

149 

150 

Block  Plans  prepared 

39 

37 

29 

No.  of  Water  samples  taken 

— 

2 

— 

Total  ... 

5108 

4932 

4980 
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Table  II— MISCELLANEOUS. 


1935 

1936 

1937 

No.  of  houses  re-roofed 

3 

- 

1 

No.  of  house  roofs  repaired 

28 

13 

9 

New  eaves  troughing  provided 

19 

10 

15 

Defective  eaves  troughing  repaired  ... 

11 

7 

9 

New  windows  provided  to  open 

36 

25 

9 

No.  of  windows  repaired 

21 

22 

— 

No.  of  ashpits  abolished 

12 

27 

25 

No.  of  bins  to  replace  ashpits 
abolished 

12 

29 

45 

No.  of  ashpits  repaired 

— 

1 

— 

No.  of  additional  bins  for  other 
property 



2 

1 

No.  of  bins  for  new  houses 

13 

4 

2 

No.  of  new  houses  erected 

13 

4 

2 

No.  of  bins  provided  in  lieu  of 
wornout  bins 

44 

52 

56 

New  doors  and  casing  (house)... 

12 

1 

— 

New  doors  (ashpits,  coalhouses,  etc.)  ... 

6 

2 

— 

New  sanitary  pails  to  replace  worn  out 
pails 

4 

8 

4 

Manure  accumulations  removed 

2 

4 

9 

Manure  middens  repaired 

— 

1 

1 

,,  ,,  constructed 

— 

— 

2 

Baths  and  lavatory  basins  fixed  in  old 
houses 

2 

2 

4 

No.  of  common  lodging-houses 
limewashed . . . 

3 

3 

2 

No.  of  Bakehouses  limewashed 

18 

20 

20 

No.  of  drains  inspected  and  tested 
No.  of  drains  and  W.C’s  unstopped  ... 

27 

15 

58 

45 

32 

51 

No.  of  defective  drains  repaired 

22 

21 

18 

No.  of  W.C’s  erected  for  new  houses 

13 

4 

4 

No.  of  cellar  drains  abolished 

1 

— 

— 

No.  of  additional  W.C’s  put  in  old 
houses 

11 

22 

22 

No.  of  pail  closets  converted  to  water 
closets 

27 

21 

7 

No.  of  W.C’s  to  replace  pails 
converted 

27 

21 

7 
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Table  II. — Miscellaneous — continued. 


1935 

1936 

1937 

No.  of  trough  closets  converted  to 
W.C’s  

16 

34 

No.  of  tipper  closets  converted  to  W.C’s 

28 

22 

34 

No.  of  blocked  tippers  opened  and 
cleansed 

57 

28 

32 

No.  of  defective  tippers  repaired 

3 

3 

1 

No.  of  dilapidated  closets  repaired 

— 

— 

— - 

No.  of  defective  W.C’s  repaired 

3 

2 

4 

No.  of  new  sink  wastepipes  fixed 

9 

9 

2 

No.  of  defective  wastepipes  repaired 

4 

1 

2 

No. of  fallpipes  disconnected  from  drains 

2 

1 

1 

No.  of  new  slopstones  put  in  ... 

13 

11 

4 

No.  of  yards  repaved  ... 

3 

2 

6 

Improper  keeping  of  animals  abated 

— 

1 

— 

Overcrowding  abated  ... 

— 

2 

— 

Bedroom  floors  repaired 

2 

1 

— ■ 

Bedroom  walls  repaired 

4 

2 

— 

Defective  ceilings  repaired 

2 

— ■ 

— 

Chimney  linings  repaired 

7 

1 

2 

House  floors  relaid 

4 

1 

3 

Dirty  houses  cleansed  ... 

— 

— 

1 

New  water  services  laid 

2 

— 

19 

Verminous  premises  cleansed  ... 

3 

6 

5 

Improved  lighting  and  ventilation 
provided 

1 



New  Urinals 

— 

— - 

3 

Houses  cement  seam  pointed  ... 

6 

— 

2 

Yard  walls  repaired 

2 

■ — 

— 

Miscellaneous 

4 

5 

8 

DRAINS. 


Table  III. 


During  the  year  the  following  drains  were  laid. 


NEW  DRAINS. 

2G6  lin.  yds.  of  4in.  Foul  Drains. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING  WORK. 


This  very  important  work  includes  the  collection,  removal 
and  disposal  of  domestic  and  trade  refuse,  the  cleansing  of  streets, 
nightsoil  removal  and  the  emptying  of  street  gullies. 

The  work  is  carried  out  by  direct  labour  under  the  super- 
vision of  your  own  staff. 

REFUSE  REMOVAL. 

We  continue  to  receive  very  few  complaints  about  this 
phase  of  our  work.  A weekly  collection  is  still  maintained  of 
portable  ashbins,  and  the  ashpits  approximately  once  a fortnight. 
The  latter  are  still  used  for  the  deposit  of  old  wall  paper,  news- 
papers, tea  leaves,  etc.,  which  might  otherwise  be  disposed  of  by 
incineration,  if  this  was  done  the  quantity  of  refuse  would  be 
considerably  reduced,  this  would  mean  a saving  in  the  expenditure 
of  the  Department  and  subsequently  a reduction  in  the  scavenging 
rate.  Apart  from  the  financial  aspect,  the  co-operation  of  the 
public  in  reducing  the  quantity  of  refuse  to  a minimum  would  be 
assisting  in  no  small  measure  towards  maintaining  the  health  of 
the  people  in  the  district,  for  where  there’s  dirt  there’s  danger. 

STREET  CLEANSING. 

The  work  of  keeping  the  district  clean  is  undertaken  by 
the  Health  Department  with  the  exception  of  a portion  of  the  main 
roads  taken  over  by  the  County  Council.  There  has  been  no 
complaints  concerning  this  work  during  the  year,  so  that  one  may 
take  it  for  granted  that  the  efforts  put  forth  to  make  our  Public 
sanitation  exemplary  were  considered  to  be  fairly  satisfactory. 

STREET  GULLIES. 

There  are  approximately  1 ,200  Street  Gullies,  for  the 
cleansing  of  which  the  Health  Department  is  responsible.  The 
whole  of  these  are  emptied  as  near  as  possible,  once  a month,  at 
least  an  attempt  is  made  to  empty  them.  Part  of  the  solids  at  all 
events  are  taken  out,  but  there  still  remains  in  the  gully  a foul 
smelling  filthy  deposit  which  cannot  be  described  as  either  liquid 
or  solid,  and  so  the  process  continues  year  in,  year  out.  As  stated 
previously  in  my  reports  it  is  quite  impossible  to  clean  them  out 
thoroughly  with  an  ordinary  scoop,  and  nothing  short  of  emptying 
the  gully  by  mechanical  means  can  have  the  desired  effect. 
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NIGHTSOIL  REMOVAL. 


Two  days  a week  is  still  taken  up  in  the  collection  and 
disposal  of  excreta.  Although  there  has  been  a further  reduction 
of  7 pails  during  the  year,  yet  practically  the  same  ground  is  to 
travel  as  the  abolition  of  the  above  pails  took  place  in  various 
parts  of  the  district.  The  number  of  these  primitive  and  obsolete 
conveniences  now  stands  at  125,  of  these  77  are  capable  of  con- 
version, 16  questionable  and  32  outside  the  sewerage  area. 


Table  IV. 


1935 

1936 

1937 

Mileage  swept  by  hand 

1796 

1790 

1775 

Mileage  swept  by  machine 
Street  sweepings  collected 

3i 

°4 

22  f 

124 

and  disposed  of  : — 

No.  of  loads 

724 

715 

668 

Street  gullies  emptied  ... 
No.  of  loads  street  gullv 

13557 

13823 

13181 

refuse  collected  and 
disposed  of 

680 

684 

602 

No.  of  ashbins  emptied 

95045 

97629 

98661 

No.  of  loads  removed  ... 

1881 

1923 

1898 

No.  of  ashpits  emptied 

19669 

15446 

16650 

No.  of  loads  removed  ... 
No.  of  excreta  pails 

1856 

1760 

1 755 

emptied 

8836 

7449 

6655 

No.  of  tanks  emptied 

100 

103 

104 

No.  of  loads  removed  ... 
No.  of  loads  slaughter  offal 

560 

559 

561 

removed 

110 

107 

no 

No.  of  loads  trade  refuse 

collected  and  disposed  of 

645 

621 

626 
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TABLE  V. 

COLLECTION  OF  HOUSE  REFUSE  & TRADE  REFUSE  (Horse  Traction) 
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NIGHTSOIL. 
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OWN  HORSES  AND  CARTS. 

s. 

d. 

Average  for  the  year  per  Load  of  Ashes  ... 

3 

4-344 

HIRED  TEAM  LABOUR. 

Average  for  the  year  per  Load  of  Ashes  ... 

4 

3-53 

Average  for  the  year  per  Load  of  Trade  Refuse 

3 

9-445 

HORSE  TRACTION  TO  INCINERATOR. 

Average  for  the  year  per  Load  of  Offal  ... 

13 

4-98 

NIGHTSOIL. 

Average  cost  for  the  year  per  Pail 

0 

3-849 

Average  cost  for  the  year  per  Load  of  Pails 

5 

2-327 

Average  cost  for  the  year  per  Load  of  Tanks 

1 

10-836 

DISPOSAL. 

Average  cost  for  the  year  per  Load  of  Ashes 

and  Covering  disposed  of  ...  ...  ...  10-021 
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SANITARY  CONVENIENCES  AT  THE  END  OF  1937. 
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AIR  POLLUTION  BY  COAL  SMOKE. 

The  records  of  the  Department  show  that  122  Smoke 
Observations,  each  of  thirty  minutes  duration,  were  taken 
during  the  year,  to  note  the  class  of  smoke  emitted  from  chimneys 
other  than  those  of  private  dwelling-houses.  The  aggregate  of 
Black  Smoke  discharged  during  the  above  period  amounted  to 
1 hour,  40  minutes,  30  seconds,  or  an  average  of  0.823  minutes  for 
the  above  observations.  The  figures  under  this  heading  for  1937 
is  slightly  lower  than  the  year  1936.  I think  all  should  be  well 
satisfied  with  the  progress  which  has  taken  place  during  the  last 
three  or  four  years  as  regards  the  emission  of  black  smoke  from 
Factory  Chimneys.  One  has  only  to  look  over  the  town  from  one 
of  its  many  elevated  positions  to  notice  the  thick  cloud  of  smoke 
overhanging  all  the  lower  parts  of  the  district.  This  cloud  of 
dirty,  greasy  vapour  is  present  on  Sundays  as  well  as  on  weekdays, 
so  that  the  mills  are  not  altogether  to  blame  for  it.  In  fact,  it  is 
only  a little  bit  less  dense  on  Sundays,  when  the  mills  are  standing, 
than  it  is  on  ordinary  weekdays.  This  goes  to  prove  that  the 
chimney  of  the  private  dwellinghouse  is  also  responsible  to  a large 
extent  as  regards  the  smoke  nuisance,  but  so  far  the  Smoke  Regu- 
lations does  not  include  smoke  emitted  from  house  chimneys. 
The  following  Table  gives  the  number  of  observations  for  each 
mill,  total  emission  of  Black  Smoke  and  the  average  number  of 
minutes  for  the  observations  taken. 


Table  VII. 


Mill 

No.  of 
Observations 

Minutes  of 
Black 
Smoke 

Minutes 

Average 

B.U.D.C.  Gasworks 

8 

n 

0.9375 

Barnsey 

8 

12f 

1.59375 

Bancroft 

11 

b 

0.4545 

Calf  Hall  

11 

m 

1.2272 

Crownest  ... 

10 

5f 

0.575 

Clough  

10 

2 

0.2 

Coates 

10 

3* 

0.385 

Long  Ing  

9 

15* 

1.694 

Moss 

7 

5* 

0.7857 

Wellhouse  . 

12 

6 

0.5 

Westfield  ... 

13 

9 

0.6923 

Fernbank  ... 

13 

19* 

1.4807 
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TABLE  VII — continued. 


No.  of 

Observations 

Minutes  of 
Black  Smoke 

Remarks 

64 

Nil 

1 

i 

4 

11 

1 

2 

1 

3 

4 

6 

1 

Total  time  Black 

2 

n 

Smoke  emitted 

8 

H 

for  the  122  ob- 

2 

if 

servations,  1 hr. 

6 

2 

40  minutes,  30 

1 

2i 

seconds. 

7 

24 

3 

2l 

“4 

10 

3 

DININFECTION  OF  BEDDING,  CLOTHING,  Etc. 

301  articles  of  bedding,  clothing,  etc.,  which  had  been  in 
contact  with  persons  suffering  from  an  infectious  disease  were 
disinfected  in  the  Steam  Disinfector,  and  in  no  case  has  it  been 
possible  to  trace  any  case  to  articles  which  had  been  treated  at  the 
Disinfecting  Station.  All  cases  notified  were  visited  and  inves- 
tigated, and  the  necessary  steps  taken  to  prevent  as  far  as  possible 
the  spread  of  the  various  diseases. 

The  following  premises  were  disinfected  after  cases  of 
Infectious  Disease,  viz.,  Rooms  49,  Domiciliary  Shelters  1. 
Articles  Steam  Disinfected  were  as  follows  : — • 


Beds 

Table  VIII. 

29 

Quilts 

44 

Blankets  ... 

78 

Bolsters 

16 

Pillows 

50 

Sheets 

24 

Rugs 

5 

Suits 

6 

Hammocks 

18 

Cushions  . . . 

2 

Shawls 

1 

Sundries  ... 

28 

Total  ... 

301 
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MEAT  INSPECTION. 

This  very  important  work  continues  to  receive  most  careful 
attention,  and  every  effort  is  made,  as  far  as  possible,  to  see  that 
the  Public  are  supplied  with  nothing  less  than  a good  and  wholesome 
meat  supply.  The  importance  of  the  work  is  more  fully  realised 
when  one  has  to  report  780  visits  to  slaughter-houses,  and  536 
visits  to  Food  Shops  and  Stalls. 

During  the  year  under  review  slaughtering  has  taken  place 
four  and  five  days  a week  on  an  average,  which  of  necessity  has 
taken  up  certain  portions  of  the  above  mentioned  days  on  meat 
inspection.  In  my  opinion  there  is  no  just  cause  why  piecemeal 
slaughtering  should  take  place  on  so  many  days  per  week.  It  can 
only  be  presumed  that  the  Butcher  does  it  to  suit  his  own  con- 
venience, without  having  any  regard  to  the  extra  time  and  expense 
in  your  Inspectors  having  to  make  so  many  extra  visits  per  week. 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  and 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

650 

7 

2544 

291 

Number  inspected 

650 

7 

2544 

291 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned 

Nil 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with  dis- 
easeother  than  tuberculosis 

Nil 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

5 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned 

7 

2 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

7-69 

0-68 
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Table  IX. 

TOTAL  WEIGHT  OF  CONDEMNED  MEAT. 


Tons  Cvvts.  Qrs.  Lbs. 


Beef  in  Carcase 
Beef  not  in  Carcase 
Pork  not  in  Carcase 
Fat  ... 

Edible  Organs 


1 G 2 17 

0 9 0 23 

0 0 1 22 

0 2 1 26 

0 10  3 18 


Total 


0 


9 


2 22 


SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 

The  work  under  the  above  Acts  is  still  shared  by  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Inspector  of  the  County  Council  and  myself.  Under 
existing  arrangements  I take  samples  of  Milk  only,  the  County 
Council  pay  the  cost  of  the  apparatus  and  analysis.  Purchasing 
of  Food  Samples  is  carried  out  by  Mr.  Roberts,  who,  as  usual, 
has  kindly  furnished  me  with  the  following  report  as  to  samples 
taken  by  him  within  our  district  under  the  above  Acts. 


Table  X. 


Milk  

Ground  Almonds 
Mustard 

Pepper  

Pearl  Barley 
Tinned  Peas 
Cream 
Potted  Meat 
Mint  Sauce 
Table  Vinegar 

Vinegar  

Cocoa 

Sage  and  Onion  Stuffing 

Sausage 

Beer 

Sulphur  Tablets 
Mincemeat 


29 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Total  46  all  genuine 
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MILK  SUPPLY. 


In  addition  to  the  above,  I took  49  samples  of  New  Milk. 
As  the  analyst’s  certificates  in  these  cases  are  forwarded  for  the 
information  of  the  Health  Committee  I am  in  a position  to  give 
a summary  of  the  same.  Of  the  49  samples,  48  were  returned  as 
genuine  and  one  as  containing  6.1  per  cent,  of  added  water. 
Proceedings  were  taken  in  the  latter  case  which  was  tried  on 
Wednesday,  December  22nd,  1937,  when  a fine  of  £3  and  £2-2-0 
costs  was  inflicted.  I also  took  three  samples  of  Milk  and 
tested  for  sediment.  Result  satisfactory.  The  samples  were,  on 
the  whole,  very  good,  the  Standard  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
for  new  Milk  was  surpassed  by  43.65  per  cent,  as  regards  the 
amount  of  solids,  and  by  49.764  in  the  amount  of  solids  not  Fat. 


AVERAGE  COMPOSITION  OF  NEW  MILK 


Board  of  Agriculture  Standard 

Average  for  48  samples  of  New 
Milk  

One  Adulterated  sample 


Total 

Solids 

Milk 

solids 

not  Fat 

Fat 

11.5 

8.5 

3.0 

16.426 

12.73 

3.696 

— 

7.98 

3.76 

Samples  taken  for  Bacteriological  examination  by  Officers 
of  the  County  Council. 

Accredited  Milk  ...  ...  ...  9 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ...  ...  6 

Total  ...  15 


It  is  always  a pleasure  to  report  on  the  supply  of  milk 
produced  in  the  district.  The  exceptionally  high  standard  of 
quality  is  maintained  year  by  year.  Compared  by  many  districts 
we  are  fortunate  in  that  our  milk  supply  is  direct  from  the  farm 
to  the  home.  There  is  no  rail  transit,  no  delay  of  any  kind, 
therefore  only  the  minimum  danger  of  contamination  between 
leaving  the  farm  and  its  reception  at  the  dwelling-house.  There 
is  plenty  of  risk  of  contamination,  however,  in  some  of  the  houses. 
The  reasons  for  this  is  obvious.  I have  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  our  milk  supply  is  well  up  to  standard,  both  as  regards 
quality  and  cleanliness. 
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DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 


71  persons  are  engaged  in  the  Milk  trade  in  the  district, 
4 of  whom  are  outside  our  area.  The  following  number  of  Cow- 
keepers,  Milk  Purveyors,  etc.,  are  on  the  registers  : 

Wholesale  Producers  ...  ...  12 

Retail  Producers  and  Purveyors  18 
Cowkeepers  (Butter  and  Cream  only)  1 1 
Milk  retailers  only  ...  ...  30 


Total  71 


150  visits  of  inspection  were  made  to  the  dairies,  cowsheds, 
and  milk  shops  during  the  year.  82  of  the  above  visits  were 
made  by  your  Inspectors  accompanied  by  Mr.  A.  Cruickshanks, 
M.R.C.V.S.,  Assistant  Veterinary  Officer  of  the  West  Riding 
County  Council.  Mr.  Cruickshanks  examined  approximately 
885  Beasts  during  his  two  visits,  one  sample  of  milk  and  four  of 
Expectorate  were  taken  for  Bacteriological  examination.  Three 
Beasts  which  gave  positive  results  were  slaughtered  under  the 
Tuberculosis  Order.  As  to  cleanliness  of  the  premises,  etc.,  they 
were  found  to  be  quite  satisfactory. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

The  number  of  Bakehouses  on  the  register  is  21 , being  an 
increase  of  one  on  the  previous  year.  59  visits  were  made  to 
these  premises,  and  on  each  occasion  they  were  found  to  be  in 
a clean  and  satisfactory  condition  with  one  exception,  in  this  case 
Limewashing  was  required,  the  occupiers  attention  was  drawn  to 
this  and  the  matter  received  immediate  attention. 

COMMON  LODGING-HOUSES. 

Only  two  now  remain  on  the  register,  to  which  17  visits 
were  made,  these  on  each  occasion  were  found  to  be  kept  in 
conformity  with  the  regulations. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

We  have  only  one  offensive  Trade  carried  on  in  the  district, 
viz.,  Tripe  Boiler.  These  premises  were  inspected  on  three 
occasions  during  the  year,  and  were  found  to  be  kept  in  a clean 
and  satisfactory  condition. 
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SHOPS  ACT,  1934. 

As  Inspector  appointed  under  the  above  Act  as  regards 
temperature,  ventilation  and  Sanitary  arrangements,  105  in- 
spections were  made  to  the  various  Shops.  There  were  no  grounds 
for  complaint  at  any  of  the  above. 


LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS. 


The  following  proceedings  were  instituted  during  the 
year  1937. 


Table  XI. 

Nature  of  Offence 

Date  of  Hearing 

Result 

Adulteration  of  Milk 

22-12-1937 

Fined  £3  and  £2-2-0 

costs. 

CONCLUSION. 

I again  wish  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Health  Committee  for  their  continued  support,  also  the  Heads 
of  the  various  Departments,  who  have  so  kindly  rendered  any 
assistance  when  required,  and  to  my  Assistant  for  loyalty  and 
willing  service  during  the  year. 

I am,  gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  HARRISON. 

Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Cleansing  Superintendent. 
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